
since the restoration, his busi-
ness had doubled. 
For the CDC, more chal-

lenges lay ahead. In 1969, the
city was considering replacing
the 1925 uptown streetlights
with modern, cobra-head mer-
cury vapor lamps. The CDC
researched affordable alterna-
tives that would maintain the
traditional, historic look of the
uptown lights. Council eventu-
ally accepted the CDC’s recom-
mended solution and the City
continues to maintain the basic
look for our Historic District
lampposts. 
In 1975, the community

received word that its request
to have the entire Court House
Square area (sixteen buildings)
listed on the National Register
of Historic Places had been
granted. The year before, the
CDC had acquired funds from
the Letha E. House Foundation
to construct a Victorian era

gazebo in the center of the
Public Square Park. The gazebo
we enjoy today is an exact
replica of one still standing in
Bellville, Ohio that was built in
1879. 
By 1970 Medina had under-

gone profound changes since
its days as a village. The first
postwar wave of growth had
been absorbed and the chal-
lenges the increased popula-
tion brought had been man-
aged fairly well. However, the
effects of a relatively new term
called “urban sprawl” were
beginning to be felt. More
change and challenge lay ahead
as Medina would face a second
wave of residential and com-
mercial growth. How our com-
munity responded and contin-
ues to respond will be the topic
of the October 6th bicentennial
history article in the Gazette.

By Roger Smalley

From 1950 through the
1960’s, Medina’s new city gov-
ernment and its public schools
faced and dealt with many of
the challenges that came from
a wave of growth that would
more than double the commu-
nity’s population by 1970. Ele-
ments of the private sector
were also struggling to find
ways to best respond to oppor-
tunities and concerns that
growth entailed. Discussions
both private and public focused
on many aspects but one in
particular rose to become a
defining issue for Medina’s
future.
Medina stood at a crossroads

in the late 1960’s. Across Amer-
ica, communities were embrac-
ing a civic redevelopment con-
cept know as Urban Renewal.
Old buildings were being torn
down to make room for mod-
ern structures intended to meet
modern needs. Entire historic
neighborhoods and downtown
blocks were swept away. Cities
in northeastern Ohio were not

immune to this movement.
Berea and others succumbed;
Medina was on the edge of
moving in the same direction. 
Looking back, it is interest-

ing, and perhaps a bit frighten-
ing, to consider the road not
taken. That Medina’s historic
square became the jewel it is
today was by no means a cer-
tainty. It was only through a for-
tunate combination of events,
people and timing that our
beloved town center became
the reality we know today. The
pressures for radical change
were significant. 
The uptown retail district

was facing increased competi-
tion with the relatively new
shopping center on the north
edge of town and additional
retail areas that were being
developed. There were also
concerns that many of the new
residents pouring into the com-
munity did not know what the
town center stores offered. 
These issues led to some

interesting advertising
approaches on the part of the
merchants around the Square.
All manner of neon, plastic, or
aluminum signs sprouted from
the walls of the old buildings.
Storefronts were redone to
reflect the modern, progressive
nature of businesses on the
Square. Window signs pro-

claimed bargains and sidewalks
often filled with merchandise.
Bolder, newer and glitzier were
viewed by many as better as
Medina cruised through the
sixties.  
In 1965, Medina’s govern-

ment was located in the Town
Hall and Engine House building
on the south side of the Square
just as it had been since 1878.
The mayor’s office was there
along with the police and fire
departments, the finance office
and the council clerk. Council
meetings were held upstairs. In
September of that year, the
mayor asked council for $1,000
to refurbish and paint the exte-
rior of the ugly, grey façade of
the building. Citing lack of
funds, council rejected the
request, a move that made
headlines in the Gazette Leader
Post.
The article prompted some

residents to take a closer look at
the buildings surrounding the
square. Awareness was raised
about the way many buildings
had come to appear and con-

cerns expressed about the
future of the uptown area.
These concerns escalated in
late 1966 and into 1967 when
rumors surfaced that the
county planned to tear down
the 1841 Court House after the
new court building was con-
structed. 
Time appeared to be running

out for the historic architectural
aspects of Medina’s Square. If
the Court House were demol-
ished, some believed other
buildings would soon follow, as
the push toward a recon-
structed modern city center
would become inevitable. Con-
cerned citizens wondered if this
was what was best for the com-
munity. They knew they had to
raise awareness of their con-
cerns and offer solutions, not
just opposition.
Their discussions gained a

clear focus after the presenta-
tion of a pivotal program spon-
sored by the Medina chapter of
American Association of Uni-
versity Women in January 1967.
Industrial designer F. Eugene
Smith presented a slide show of
photos of Medina. Smith had
shown his ideas in a program
called “Why Ugliness?” in many
communities, tailoring each
slide show with local images.
Viewed through his camera,
Medina became, as the local
newspaper reported, a town
that was “ugly, gaudy,
besmirched by clusters of signs,
overhead wires, and poorly
coordinated modernizing of
structures.”  Smith repeated his
Medina program at a Kiwanis
meeting attended by 200 peo-
ple in March of 1967. 
Smith’s photos shook many

who attended. Others reacted
by rising to defend the city to
the point of suggesting Smith
was “some kind of nut.” The
Gazette Leader Post took a mid-
dle approach in its editorial.
The paper showed some of
Smith’s photos but also sent its
reporters out to do a photo
spread on what was beautiful
about the community.
Following F. Eugene Smith’s

revealing look at Medina, a
small group of concerned citi-
zens began to informally meet
and discuss what could be
done. They called their group
the Medina Community Design
Committee (CDC).  For the
members of the Community
Design Committee, the clearest
lesson of Smith’s presentation
was the truth of the adage, “A
picture is worth a thousand
words.” It was apparent from
the reactions to Smith’s pro-
gram that people would see
what they wanted to see unless
they were shown alternatives.
This became the CDC’s princi-
pal means of persuasion; the
visual power of possibilities. 
Recalling the article of how

City Council had refused funds

to refurbish the Town Hall and
Engine House, the CDC chose
that building as a place to
begin. In early 1968, artist
Elmer Zarney painted a picture
showing how the Town Hall
could look if it was restored and
repainted. After viewing the
CDC’s painting, Mayor Fred
Greenwood used funds from
his executive account to
authorize the restoration and
painting of the building. Mem-
bers of the CDC directly over-
saw the work which was com-
pleted the first week of May in
1968 less than two months
before the celebration of the
city’s 150th birthday.  
The impact was dramatic.

For the first time, residents,
property owners and uptown
merchants could clearly see the
value of restoring the existing
Victorian buildings to their hid-
den, former beauty. One by
one, properties around the
square began to be restored
through the private invest-
ments of owners. The CDC
offered assistance with
sketches, color suggestions,
architectural advice and
research support, all provided
voluntarily at no cost to any-
one. Slowly Medina’s Public
Square began to emerge into
the historic image we all know
so well today.
Perhaps the most dramatic

change occurred at Ziegler’s
Department Store at 23 Public
Square, today known as Town
Square Commons. The Ziegler
family had opened the store in
1940 and it was a mainstay of
commerce on the Square. Seek-
ing a way to modernize and
attract new residential cus-
tomers, the store’s front façade
was completely covered with a
stucco-type product that was
painted blue with the family
name emblazoned across the
façade. A modern metal canopy
was also installed above the
front doors and windows. 
With the stucco and canopy

showing wear and noting the
changes occurring in other
buildings as a part of the
restoration effort, Mr. Ziegler
gave members of the CDC per-
mission to explore the area
behind the sign to see what
options might be possible.
Based on their examination,
the committee prepared a
painted rendering showing Mr.
Ziegler how his building could
look if it was restored. The
stucco came down and the
frontage was restored almost
exactly as the CDC’s painting
suggested. One year later, Mr.
Ziegler wrote a letter to the
CDC to let them know that
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Medina 1818 - 2018
This month we take a look at efforts during the 60’s and 70’s to return the Town Square buildings to their Victorian beauty.
This series will continue the first Saturday of every month through November of 2018. The Gazette and the Bicentennial
Committee for the City of Medina are pleased to bring you this ongoing series. These feature stories are made possible by the
sponsors located at the bottom of this page. This story and others in the series can be viewed online at medina-
gazette.com/history

1967 to 1975: A buried treasure rediscovered

Residents and businesses are invited to be a part of history in
the creation of a photo book of Medina in 2018. The photo

guidelines and submission form can be found on the
Bicentennial website. We are looking for everyday pictures:
ball games, family fun, interesting places, etc. Photos should

be taken in the City of Medina during 2018.

September 2018

September 6th, 7th, and 8th: Spirits of the Past will present a
special Bicentennial program. Ticketed tours begin behind the
County Administration building each night from 7:00 to 9:00.
Info at medinacountyartscouncil.org.
Sunday, September 30th on the Middle Stage at Medina
High School, 1:00 p.m. The History of the Medina City
Schools and its students will be presented by local authors/
historians Gloria Brown and Roger Smalley.

October 2018

Saturday, October 20, 2018, in the Medina Library 1:00 p.m.
The long history of Manufacturing and Industry in Medina will
be the focus in a program presented by the Greater Medina
Chamber of Commerce.  
The Restoration of the Square will be celebrated – The
Bicentennial Committee and the Community Design
Committee will provide programming on Saturday, October
29th at a time and place to be determined.
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Town Hall and Engine House

Fire House Rendering

Stucco façade sign CDC artist’s rendering Restored façade-May 1967

South Side Signs – 1967

Southside after restoration.
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